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Hello. International Friends Club. Can I help you?

:Oh, hello. I read about your club in the paper today and 1 thought I'd phone to find out a

bit more.

: Yes, certainly. Well, we are a sort of social club for people from different countries. It’s

quite a new club—we have about 50 members at the moment, but we are growing all the

time.

: That sounds interesting. I'm British actually, and 1 came to Washington about three

months ago. I'm looking for ways to meet people. Er, what kinds of events do you

organize?

: Well, we have social get-togethers, and sports events, and we also have language

evenings.

:Could you tell me something about the language evenings?

: Yes. Every day except Thursday we have a language evening. People can come and

practice their languages—you know, over a drink or something. We have different
languages on different evenings. Monday—Spanish; Tuesday—TItalian; Wednesday—
German; and Friday—French. On Thursday we usually have a meal in a restaurant for
anyone who wants to come.

Well, that sounds great. I really need to practice my French.

OK. Well, if you can just give me your name and address, I'll send you the form and some

more information. If you join now, you can have the first month free.
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M: Excuse me. Can you tell me how much the shirt is?

W:Yes, it’s nine fifteen.
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(Text 1)

W:Hello, Josh. I've heard that you've taken up a new hobby. What is it?

M:Yes, I've taken up art. It’s so much fun. I like to work with watercolors and oils.

W:That’s wonderful. My hobby is dressmaking, although I do like photography as well.

(Text 2)

M: Are you going to Sarah’s birthday party this Saturday? I'd love to go, but I have to work.

W1 can’t go, either. My baby is ill, so I'd better stay at home. I'll buy Sarah a gift, though.

M:T'll get her a book.

(Text 3)

W:Jack, there’s something I'd like to discuss with you.

M:T'm really sorry, Linda. I'm having my hands full with work at the moment. Can we talk
later?

W:No problem. I'll go out and get some lunch instead.

(Text 4)

M:T’ve been feeling stressed lately. My grandmother was ill last week, and this week I have
an important exam. How do you stay calm at times like this?

W:When I'm stressed, I do some exercise. 1 feel calm afterward.

M: Thanks, that’s not a bad idea.

(Text 5)

W . What time is the bus to Aunt Mary’s tomorrow?

M:You don’t need the bus. Mom and Dad said we could all go in the car.

W.Oh, that’s great. I want to stop somewhere on the way and get her some flowers.
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(Text 6)

M: Have you heard about any new virtual reality programs?

W:T've been ill-informed. I usually read or watch movies.

M1 enjoy new entertainment that also sharpens problem-solving skills. This new program is
called Escape.

W.Oh, that’s interesting. Though the headset looks a bit costly.

M:1It’s an investment. [ prefer tech like this to eating out or new clothes.

W R T — Bt i, B 5 8 A 10 =AN/NE, BITE AR 15 Bbah i i ] e 13X =1~/ vl

(Text 7)

W:Have you been to the new museum yet? 1 got free tickets from one of the museum’s
guides.

M: Not yet. My biology teacher at university mentioned this place to me. He went with his
wife and children and said it was amazing. I can’t wait to see the ocean mapping exhibit.

W He’s right! 1T went last Sunday. The sea life exhibits blew my mind. Plus., the museum
teaches about environmental protection.

M. T'll check it out. Could we visit together?

W:Sure. I can get you a free ticket too! How about this weekend?

M.:I'm busy this weekend. Can we go in the afternoon during the middle of the week?

W:Yes. Visiting during the middle of the week would be perfect.
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(Text 8)

M: You know? There’s a new device that can analyze your sweat to provide real-time health

information. It has tiny sensors that monitor the chemical levels in sweat, and then it sends

the data to your smartphone.

: That could be a game changer for health monitoring. Is it available to the public yet?

:Not yet, but it’s being tested. They're aiming to make it available soon.

: Amazing. What are some of the potential applications of this technology?
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: It could revolutionize health care by allowing individuals to continuously track their health.

Athletes could enhance their training, and doctors could monitor patients remotely.

=

: That is really impressive. Are there any privacy issues concerning this kind of data
collection?

M: Yes, there will need to be strict regulations in place. They're working on ensuring data
security.

W:Yes, after all, such health information could affect things like insurance.
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(Text 9)

M: You don’t look too happy. What seems to be the problem?

W:T've got to write a long composition for my English class, but I just can’t come up with any
ideas. It’s due tomorrow.

M: That shouldn’t be too difficult. Remember those pictures you showed me last week? The
ones from your voyage last winter?

W . Sure. I've got them here somewhere.

M. Why don’t you write about your impressions of the pyramids in Egypt and the camel ride
you took?

W That sounds like a good idea. 1 can also tell about our visit to North Africa and all of the
historical places we visited.

M:Well, now that you're feeling better about this, I think I'll be on my way. I've got to
finish my composition too.

W . Thanks for your help. Once I get it organized, it won't be so difficult.
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(Text 10)

W: When I share my role model, people are often surprised. Beyond my academic
learning, 1 developed interest in fine arts and drama, aspiring to a career in acting and theater.
Yet, the person who inspires me most is the famous scientist Marie Curie.

As I prepare to celebrate Women's Day with a speech, Curie’s achievements give me
confidence. We've discussed her in class. but her story bears repeating. Curie, a pioneer
woman, won two Nobel Prizes for her groundbreaking work in the early 1900s. She believed
in her capacity to revolutionize science. Her solid determination drove her to labor in labs,
uncovering new elements and laying the groundwork for nuclear physics and cancer therapies.

Curie’s judgment and attitude are what I admire most. She showed us that to make a
difference in the world, we must first become our best selves.
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A Form of Chinese Culture
Chinese calligraphy is a traditional art form that involves writing Chinese characters with
a brush and ink. It is not only a means of communication but also an expression of beauty and

creativity. The flowing strokes and harmonious balance of characters reflect the writer’s
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emotions and thoughts.

Studying calligraphy has greatly influenced me. It has taught me patience and discipline,

as mastering the art requires consistent practice and focus. Additionally, it has deepened my

appreciation for Chinese culture and history, connecting me to our heritage. The meditative

process of writing calms my mind and fosters a sense of inner peace.

Overall, Chinese calligraphy has enriched my life, offering both artistic fulfillment and

personal growth,
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Finally, I told Frank that I wanted to join his project. He was thrilled and welcomed

me with open arms. Together, we dove into the project, combining our strengths and ideas.
The project was a success. At the end of the semester, Frank was invited to speak at a school
event, where he spoke about the importance of having dreams and the support of people like
our professor. “We all have challenges,” he said in the speech, “but it’'s how we face them
that defines us. ” His inspiring words resonated with everyone present.

Frank’s heartfelt speech encouraged me to start my own project. 1 found myself
reflecting on his words and my own passion for robotics. 1 had always been afraid to start my
own project, but Frank’s resolution and the professor’s support gave me the courage to take
that step. Under the professor’s guidance, I fully applied my robotics skills to my project,
creating something unique. Frank’s efforts reminded me, “With determination and support,
anything is possible. ” His courage inspired me to step out of my comfort zone and turn our
passions into a collaborative success.
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